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Sir ox SHAW, Bart. 


of ELTA in KENT. 


5 SEE 
S you are ſenſible that the Following Dit. | 


courſe was not deſigned for the Preſs, I 
ſhall not here apologize for the Inaccuracies 
of it : But (notwithſtanding the favourable Re- 
ception it met with from the Pulpit} you wilt 
find by a ſerious Peruſal that I was reduced to 
this Dilemma, either to hazard the critical 
Cenſure of the World, of diſregard the unani- 
mous Requeſt of my Pariſhioners: The Publi- 
cation however ſhews that I would chooſe ra- 
ther to have my Prudence than my Duty ſuſ- 
pected. 
The ſolemn Occaſion of the hate Faſt ſhould 
induce every Man to commune with his own 
Heart, and the Obſervations: which I have 
made, were ſuch as naturally occurred in re- 
flecting upon the Subject. —A general Refor- 
mation of Manners was my principal View ; 


ane as the Diſpoſition of the a is to imi- 
tate 


rear 
tate their Superiors, I urged the N eceſſity of 
Righteouſneſs in high Places, as the moſt ef- 
fectual Means of promoting that End. To go 
regularly into: the- Courts of the Lord's Houſe, 


- 5 


and diſcharge the public Offices of Religion, 
was the Plan of Conduct which I particularly 
recommended to the Rich, in order that the 
lower People © by ſeeing their good Works” 
might be influenced to * glorify their Father 
„which is in Heaven.” Such was the Rule I 
thought neceſſary to preſcribe ; and I know not 
a more proper Example to illuſtrate it than 

yourſelf, —AII, Tam perſuaded, mult approve 
the one, and happy for Religion, would they 
imitate the other / I „ ors 5D copy 

— :.-. 

Your moſt obliged, 
S 1 and humble Servant, 
Eltham, Feb. 28, i I, OT TH Re 
1750. f  L EiG. 
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Mat. XXIII. 37, 38. 


O Jeruſalem, Jeruſalem! . How often would 

I have gathered thy Children together, even as 
a Hen gathereth her Chickens under her 

Wings, and ye would no: Bebold Ju _ 
rs le #1 unto you agſolate 4: 


HOEVER reads the acred Schama with 
Attention, will find the Severity and Good- 
nneſs of the Lord to be often united in the 
ſame Object; and that his Mercy is moſt eminently 
_ diſplayed at the very Time when he thinketh upon 
Vengeance: He never makes bare his Arm without Re- 
luctance, nor pours out the Vials of his Mratb, till 
Grace and Favour have been rejected. Thus our bleſ- 
ſed Saviour, foreſeeing the inevitable Deſtruction which 
would overwhelm FJeruſalem, repreſented his Affection 
by the lively Metaphor of a Hen gathering her Chickens - 
under her Wings; and while he wept over the City, 
he burſt out into this pathetical Lamentation.. © O 
« Teruſalem, Jeruſalem, how often would I have ga- 
2 thered * Children — even as a Hen ga- 
B = * thereth 


LR - (4) 
© thereth her Chickens under her Wings, "EY ye 
« would not |—behold your Houſe is left unto you de- 


e folgte! . 


From the former Part of theſe Wards 1 (hall « add 
Yi unwilling the Almighty is to bring Deſtruction 
upon a Nation. O Feruſalem, Feruſalem, how often 
« would I have gathered thy Children together, even as 
* a Hen gathereth her. Chickens under her Ws and 


21 ve would not ** 


From the 1 part I ſhall ſhew that Wickedneſs 
will prove the Ruin of any People Behold your 
* Houſe is left unto you deſolate !” 96} 25 


Firſt then, I am to ſhew that the Almighty 1s unwil- 
ling to bring Deſtruction pr a Nation. . : 
| It is the Method of God's Pork in \ bis « Dealings i 
with the Children of Men, to try all poſlible Means of 
Repentance, and gradually awaken Sinners to their Duty; 
but if the gentle Methods of Cultivation will not im- 
prove his Vineyard, then nothing but Puniſhment and 
Amputation can be expected; and to reſiſt the Power 
of a mild Correction is certainly an Invitation to more 
ſharp Infliftions, God is ready to have Mercy upon 
< us miſerable Sinners, upon the humble Confeſſion of 
our Fault, and Reſolution to offend no more; and ſuch 
are his Bowels of Compaſſion, that he never' perceives 
in us the leaſt Inclination to return to Duty, but his 
Heart is diſſolved into Love, and his Arms are open to 


receive us Thus tenderly woos he expreſs his Con- 
| cern 


311 


0 22 
cern for the Children of Iſrael, when they began th 
repent, © is Ephraim my dear Son? As he a' pleaſant 
' *. Child? For fince I ſpake againſt him, I do earneſtly 
* remember him ſtill, therefore my Bowels are troubled 
* for him, I will ſurely have Mercy upon him, faith 
the Lord? With Reſpe& to the Ninevites, God 
„ ſaw their Works that they turned from their evil 
Ways, and God repented of the Evil that he had 
* ſaid he would do unto them, and he did it not!“ 
And in various other Places of ſacred Scripture we may 
perceive how mild are. the Proceedings of divine Juſtice 
againſt a ſinful People: The Almighty takes a long 
Time to make ready his Bow, and to prepare the In- 
ſtruments of Vengeance, before he *© executeth Sen- 
tence:— Frequently he threatens, and frequently 
lifts up his Arm, before he gives the fatal Blow! And 
to what End. ſhould he ſo long forbear to ſtrike, but 


that a Nation thereby may be brought to Repentance, 


and by Repentance may prevent the Execution of his 
Wrath ?—His Long-ſuffering waited in the Days of 
Neah for the Space of an Hundred and twenty Tears: 


'—and fill as a farther Inſtance of his Patience: An 


Inſtance that muſt ſpeak Divinity | He thus expreſſes 
himſelf with regard to Feruſalem, © run you to and fro 
e thro' the Streets of Jeruſalem, and ſee now and know, 


* and ſeek in the broad Places thereof, if you can find a 
« Man, if there be any that executeth Judgment, and 


e ſeeketh the Truth, and I will pardon it!“ —T bis 
ſure is Mercy that cannot be leſs than infinite Here 
the Almighty plainly ſhews how deſirous he was to 75 
WP them under his Wings, even as a Hen gathereth 


1 Chickens ; 3; 


5 


17 | $43 
Chickens; but they would not The Conſequence of 
- which was, that their Houſe was left unto n. 
Fe folate,” „ I; 


With a due Senſe - n of our manifold Trand- 
greſſions, let us reflect upon this Paſſage; and let the 
Reflection lead us to Repentance: and then we may ho 
thro' God's Grace that © our Houſe will not be left 
<« unto us deſolate l For the Lord is not implacable 
even to the moſt abandoned ; he remembers that we are 
but Duſt, and conſiders the F allibility of human Nature: 
Whenever he finds us ready to repent he is merciful to 
Forgive, and ſends down his holy Spirit to direct us in 
the Performance of our Duty; and at the laſt if we ren- 
der ourſelves Objects of his Compaſſion, then will he 
gather us under the Wings of his Providence | then 
will he rejoice to ſpare the Rod, for © his Nature and 
8 Property is ever to have Merey and to 1 — | 


Thus having conſidered how unwilling the Lord i is 
to bring Ruin upon a Nation, I proceed now. to ſhew 
that Wickedneſs will provethe Deſtruction of any Peo- 
ple. Behold your Houſe is left unto you deſolate. 5 


If we build our Hopes of acticnal Felicity upon any 
other Baſis, but that of Religion and Virtue, we ſhall 
ſurely — iſappointed; for © the Nation and Kingdom 
e that will not ſerve the Lord ſhall periſh.” - (1/aiab LX. 
12.) a Maxim this, not drawn from the Theory of a po- 
litical Enthuſiaſt, or the Conjectures of a ſpecnlative 
Philoſopher, but formed upon Reaſon one Experience, 


and 


nd 
and declared by the holy Spirit of God; who © turn- 


ce eth a fruitful Land into Barrenneſs for the Wickedneſs 
& of them that dwell therein.“ - And if we want In- 
ſtances to convince us of this important Truth, we may 
be abundantly ſupplied both from ſacred and profane 
Hiſtory:—As to 2 Cities, where are Sodom and 
Gomorrah, Admah and Zeboim? — The Places indeed 
where once theſe Cities ſtood may now be found, but 
thoſe Places ſerve as a dreadful Monument of the want 
of Ten righteous Men within their Walls - Would we 
enquire the Fate of the great Monarchies of Mria, 
Babylon, and Egypt? They were according to the Pro- 
| phecies deſtroyed for their Corruption, and are a ſtand- 
ing Leſſon of Inſtruction to all Nations, who have Eyes 
ec to ſee, and Hearts to underſtang.” | | | 


hbus likewiſe, the frequent Interpoſitions of divine 
Providence with regard to the People of Mael, were 
always ſuitable to the Manner of their Converſation 
and they never failed to enjoy Proſperity, or to be viſited 
with Affliction, according as Piety and Virtue flouriſhed 


' or declined. - And as to the Romans, whilſt Temperance, 


Fortitude, and Integrity, with every. other heroic and 
ſocial Perfection prevailed among them, ſo long were 
they the Glory of all the Earth, and bleſſed with a Se- 
ries of providential Succeſs : But - when Luxury and 
Licentiouſneſs introduced a numerous Train of Evils, 
and deſtroyed every public and private Virtue z then was 
their Strength gradually enfeebled, their Reputation 
miſerably blaſted, and all their Glory © ſcattered as a 
Morning Cloud,” — This is a true Picture of . 

We | 7 | mpire 
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1 (6,) 

Eniiphre before its Overthrow ; and I wiſh that we our- 
ſelves could not furniſh a Copy much reſembling the 
Original, —lt is a diſagreeable Taſk to enumerate 'the 
Iniquities of a People ; but it is however -at ſome Sea- 
ſons extremely neceffary ; and at fuch as the preſent 
ought not to be waved : It would be an impious Abfur- 
dity on a Day of Humiliation to draw a Veil over our 
Crimes; and no Charity could be now ſo unſeaſonable 
and miſapplied, as that which, would © cover the Mul- 
«© titude of our Sins: May the fatal Conſequence 
therefore of Roman Luxury (by the Grace of God) open 
our Eyes, and make us properly © commune with our 
« own Hearts; for otherwiſe we may expect that the 
Degeneracy of our Times may prove the Preſage of 
future Miſery, and Children yet unborn may rue the 
Wickedneſs which now prevails !—PFor it is a Truth 
too evident to be denied, and too diſmal to be unaffect- 
ing, that we daily lift up our Hands againſt Heaven; 

and employ every Faculty of the Soul and every Power 
of the Body, in Oppoſition to all Principles of Reaſon, 
and in Diſobedience to the Will of God. Is not the 
Power of natural Religion impaired with that of re- 
wealed, and Yoes not the Cauſe of moral Virtue fink with 
both ls not a Spirit of Profaneneſs and Infidelity gone 
forth to trouble, to diſhonour, to corrupt. our Land ; 
and every Work of Darkneſs committed in open Day 
without the Fear of divineVengeance, or of human Laws? 
Are not the Commandments of the Lord openly violated, 
and the Ordinances of the Chriſtian Religion as generally 
neglected? Is not the Duty of public and private 


Pe made the Subject of Ridicule and does it not 
prevail 


4 * | 
vail as a Faſhion to throw off even the Appearance 
of b Codlineſ, and to look upon it as'a Mark of Weakneſs 
or of Superſtition ?—Thus do we fooliſhly forſake the 
Lord our God to © go after our own Inventions,” eager | 
in the Purſuit of diflolute Pleaſures, and gratifying every 
ſenſual Appetite at the Expence of every virtuous Prin- 
ciple.— And © ſhall not the Lord viſit for theſe 
“Things? Shall not his Soul be avenged of ſuch a Na- 
« tion as this?” It has before been obſerved, that the 
Riſe and Fall of Kingdoms have always kept Pace with 
the Prevalency of Virtue and Vice among them ; and 
| how therefore can we expect (without Repentance) any 
Thing leſs than ſome ſevere Correction, which may 
poſſibly be the Means of a Reformation, and thereby 
prevent our Ruin? For a melancholy Reflection it is 
to make (but not more melancholy than it ought to be - 
alarming) that if we will not be reclaimed' by the Al- 
mighty's correcting Rod, his vindictive Scourge will in- 
evitably deſtroy us. And tho! he may not yet ſuffer his 
whole Diſpleaſure to ariſe, tho he may ſtill mercifully 
ſuſpend the full Execution of his Anger; yet unleſs we 
abs Haſte to waſh out Hearts from Wickedneſs, 
and return to the Lord by a ſincere Repentance, he may 
riſe ſuddenly as in the Night, and“ in our Security 
* We, ma be deſtroyed. ”"—Warnings from the Al- 
mighty we have had ſufficient : He has long ſince diſ- 
played the Enfigns of Judgment in our Sight, and alarm- 
ed us with various Tokens of his. Diſpleaſure; puniſh- 
ing, as it were, by little and little, and giving us Place 
3 Repentance that we might amend. He has vi- 


| ſited our SCH by the Peſtilence which has long raged 
ot nn RET arnong 


6 * 
or the woe ff 
— 


—— | :.. ($3 . 
among the Cattle; and he has lately ſpoken to us in 
Anger from the very Bowels of the Earth and from the 
Depth of the Sea —And what can it be attributed to 
but the Mercy of Heaven that we did not ſhare the 
Fate of Dathan and Abiram? that we were not in- 
volved in that Calamity which has overwhelmed the Ca- 
pital City of a Kingdom, attached to us both in a politi- 
cal and commercial View !—It was of divine Goodneſs 
that our Houſe became not deſolate ! © This was the 
* Lord's doing,” and is no leſs © marvellous in our 
Eyes, than it ought to be inſtructive to our Hearts. 
Let us therefore examine ourſelves whether we have 
made a proper Uſe of theſe Judgments ; and conſider 
what Acknowledgments we have ſhewed for the loving 
Kindneſs of the Lord :—Have we more Temperance, 
Charity, and Devotion, than we had before? Have we 
brought forth Fruits meet for Repentance, and reſolved 
to be © Lovers of Pleaſure 1% than Lovers of God?“ 
Have we purged out the old Leaven of Malice and Hy- 
pocriſy, of Infidelity and Libertinifm, which naturally 
* kindle God's Wrath and Indignation againſt us?“ 
In ſhort, what Improvement have we made in Virtue, 
and what Ground have we gain'd upon Vice? What 
Conqueſt have we made upon our Fle/h, and what new 
Strength have we added to our Spirit? How far have 
we weaned *© our Affections from the Things below, 
and how far advanced them towards Heaven ?——Theſe 
are the Subjects which ſhould employ our Thoughts; 
whereby we ſhall be acquainted with the true State of 
onr Souls, and know upon what Terms of Favour we 
Aand with the Almighty, And if our Conſcience ac 
| cu 


2 9); 
cuſe us in theſe important Points, let us. immediately 
* awake to Rightcouſneſs,” and * ſeek after the Things 
which make for our Peace: For be we aſſured, 
that He whoſe Name alone is Jebovab, is the moſt 
High over all the Earth! Be we aſſured that the ſame 

righteous Judge, by whoſe Authority Deſtruction was 

brought upon Sodom and Gomorrab: by whoſe Autho- 
rity the Earth opened her Mouth and ſwallowed up the 
Company of Korab the ſame righteous judge ſtill 
ruleth over the Kingdoms of the World: and. ©* tho' 
% Sentence againſt an evil Work is not executed ſpeedi- 
« ly,” yet Juſtice. is an Attribute of God as well as 
Mercy; and if neither the Memory of his Corrections, 
nor the Experience of his Goodneſs can work- in us a 
Reformation, he will certainly reſume the Rod ; and 
«. except we repent we ſhall all likewiſe periſh.” — 
Whereas if we have a true Senſe of our manifold Sins, 
and. ſtedfaſtly / purpoſe to lead a new Life; He that 
would have ſpared Sodom and Gomorrah for the Sake of 
ten righteous 2 and Jeruſalem for the Sake of 
one juſt Man, may be gracicuſly pleaſed to avert thoſe 
Tru that we moſt 1 uſly have deſerved! 


That our Name therkfows may nevpe. be menticned. | 
as an Inſtance of divine Vengeance, let us turn from 
the Evil of our Ways, and walk worthy of the Vo- 
te cation where with we are called, doing our Duty to- 

wards God and towards our- Neighbour... -L;et our Duty 
towards God be by a laudable Zeal in Support 
of the Chriſtian Faith, by — under every Diſ- 
5 een of * 5 — with Patience the 


« Race 


10). 
1 „Race that is let before us.” Let us perform our D. 
towards our Neighbour, | , by 5 doing to others as we 


d 
* they. ſhould do unto us: Let no ſelfiſh Principle, 
like an Eddy, draw in our whole Concern ; nor an 


private Intereſt make us difpenſe with public Gol 


Life) teſtify a Solicitude for the Welfare of our 
alem, by ſetting a Pattern of true Holinefs; o 
without Uncharitableneſs, and of Religion without 
pocriſy: Let our perſonal Virtues watch like Guardian 


cc 


ight to lighten the People; who ſeeing our good 


« Works may glorify our Father which is in Heaven? 


Let us © walk in all the Commandments and Ordinan- 
« ces of the Lord blamelefs”, by a conſtant and regu- 


hr Attendance upon the Service of the Church, and 


e not forſake the aſſembling 
4 Manner of ſome is.“ 
to our F amilies, to our 


ourſelves together, 48 the 
"In a Word, let us apply 
eighbours, and to the whole 


Cirele of our Acquaintance, the Light of our Example, 
the Weight of our Authority, and the Influenee of our 


Converſation.—By fuch Means, thoſe who are in h 
Life will empleo the Advantsge of their Situation to 
eſtabliſh the Credit of Religion; for what can — . 
tually prevail upon the Vulgar to « follow aſter Rig 

„ ouſneſs, than to fre it made the Purſuit of 9 
whom they Tuppofe to have meſt Judgment to difeert 
its Value? To whom ſlieuld they apply for Rule. te 
direct their Steps, but to the great Men of the 


« as unto thoſe thet have known dhe Wuy of the Lord; | 


„and the Judgment of their God F. — Thus thall-we 


ſoon 


* 


Let all of us (eſpecially thoſe in ſupe ior Stations of 


* over the Peace of the Community; and be a 


 fooh perceive the: Fruits of public Happineſs ſpting 
forth from our pious' manner of Converſation: Our 
Dependants will be glad to imitate our Conduct in order 


might advance his Glory by an exem 
up others in the Way they ſhould go,” and 


tunity for you to perform good Works: 


(ar! 


to ſecure our Eſteem: Our Friends and Neighbours 


will inſenſibly catch the heavenly Flame; the © Beau. 
ty of Holineſs“ will be univerlſally adimiced'3 12 Trüth 
will flouriſh out of the Earth,“ and © God, even 


« our own God, will give us his Bleſſing. From 


hence it appeats, that upon tbe Rich chiefly depends the 


Reformation of public Manners, and of Con 
the Proſperity of this our Jeruſalem:—it is reaſonable 
therefore to conclude that God has iſhed ſome 
of you from-the lower Degrees of Mankind, that you 
Life, _ training 
the Talents committed to your Charge. The —— 
which you enjoy are deſigned as a Tryal and Oppor- 
They are the 
Means of your Influence al others; and your Influence 
F others is your Power of doing Good; and your 

ower of doing Good is certainly yout Obligation to do 
it; for it is the concurrent Voice of Reaſon and Reve- 
lation, that to whomſoever much is given, of him 


much ſhall be required.“ —Such, are the Duties in- 
cumbent upon thoſe who are raiſed above the Valgar ; 


and as to Perſons of 4 lower Claſs, let them guard againſt 
the Contagion of ill Examples in high Places, and ne- 


ver follow their ſuperiors to do Evil; let them ce culti- 
vate the Fruits of Holineſs,” Tem 


and Juſ- 
tice; and} tho' roms Fg be clothed i in nee Ri let their 
| e Sau 


. 1 fr unit 5 
Soul be adorned with © the Robes of Righteouſneſs, „ 
for there is no Station ſo low, but it becomes honour- 
able, when graced by good Works ; and Poverty _ | 
if Joined with ene is ſure to be reſpefted.— „er 


Fa In. ſhort; eviry: Individual * it in his Powers to be 
- ferviceable in his Generation; he ſhould therefore firſt 
reform his own Life, abating thereby the Number of 
Sinners at leaſt by one, and leſſening the Burthen of pub- 
lic Guilt; and then ſhould excite others to their Duty, 
by a reſolute Application of private Reproof, by a laud- 
able Indignation againſt every Offender, and an earneſt 
Zeal in the Execution of our Laws. This would check 
the daring Inſolencg of Libertines, and . reſtrain the 
_«. overflowings af Ungodlineſs which make us afraid”. 
And indeed at this Time we have more than a com- 
mon Call to ſuch. neceſſary Works of Religion; for 
God has ſpoken to us in his own Voice; that Voice, 

which © maketh the Mountains ſkip,” and at which 
the Earth melteth away: and if we do not properly | 
liſten to ſuch a Call, good were it for us if we had 
<* never been born!” If neither the Juagments nor 
the Mercies of God can work. in us a Reformation 
« we are of all Men the moſt miſerable!” _ Under ſuch 
Circumſtances in vain- has the Wiſdom of the Legiſla- 
ture “ proclaimed a Faſt, and called a ſolemn Aſſem- 
bly;” for if it only proves the tranſitory Conſequence 
of our paſt Fears, and not the Beginning of a future 
Reformation, the Faſt which we have — is an 
Abomination to the Lord. The true Merit of the 

Duty of Repenfance conſiſts, not merely in the Per- 
| formance 
| 58 


(ng) 
formance af it, but in perform ming it with a ſtedfaſt 
Purpoſe of Amendment: It is not the :outrwerd Form 
of Godlineſs but the inward Principle that muſt make 


our Humiliation acceptable to God; and the whole 


Succeſs of a general Faſt depends upon the Manner, 
wherein it is obſerved by Individuals. Let us there- 
fore diſcharge the ſubſlantial Part of our Duty with as 
much Care as we have performed the ceremonial ; and 


not imagine that our Humiliation is to ceaſe with the 


public Service, or that our Work is. finiſhed when the 
Day is over. — By our future Conduct we ſhould ma- 
nifeſt the Sincerity of our Repentance; and by re- 
flecting upon the melancholy Occaſion of our * be- 
ing gathered together in God's Sight, we ſhould 
all reſolve. to ſin no more, 
Hhappem w ur. and our Holle ſhould be left de- 
ſolate . If we imagine that our late ſuffering Bre- 
thren ſurpaſſed us in Wickedneſs, and thereby ſpeak 
Peace to our own Souls, © we do but deceive our- 


« ſelves and the Truth is not in us:“ It is unjuſti- 


fiable upon every Principle of Reaſon/ and Religion 
thus © to flatter ourſelves in our on Sight; and 

the Goſpel appointed for this Day has cenſured the 
Preſumption of ſuch a Sentiment; for. ** ſuppoſe ye 
that theſe Galileans were Sinners above all Gali- 
« leans becauſe they ſuffered ſuch Things? I tell you, 


« nay (ſays our bleſſed Saviour) but except ye repent, 


te ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh !''—A Word this of ſe- 
rious Admonition to all Mankind, when any parti- 


cular People is viſited by the Hand - of God; — no 


arten can n attentively read it without a home-ſelt Ap-: 
: _ : 


* Telt, a ffmilar Affliction 
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bitte dt teaches us to 


many at Hame by a neceſſary Connection have been 
85 ore the other, fil we ſhould remember that ir 


Lord h 


2 (14 ) : Ss 
Judgs „ and 
checks euery cenſorious Reflection upon the Calamiries 
of our Fellow-creatures . abroad; Ealamitles ! in which 


involved” |: But whatever be the Diſtreſſes either of the 


is the Lord's doing; the Lord gave and the 
1 taken away, bleſſed be the Name of the 


«<, Lord ' This Conſideration will teach us a pto- 
per Acquièſcence in the Will of God; and a proper 


Acquieſcence in his Will muſt naturally lead us to 


* honour his holy Name; and the joint Effect of 
both will be, that we ſhall „ ſerve him truly all the 
<« Days of our Life: And then © ſhould the Earth 
« be moved, and tlie Hills carried into the: midſt of 


< the Sea; ſhould the Waters thereof rage and ſwell, 


t and the Mountains ſhake at the Tempeſt of the 


e fame,” ſtill through the Spirit of divine (ogg we 


ſhould. be ke: _—_— to meet our nar aps 


"May. we therefore * se theſe Thiags "IS ; 
* the Time is paſt; and fit ourſelves for tlie Pre- 
ſence of our moſt holy Judge That Preſence, be- 


fore which we muſt one Day appear, attended with 


all che Pomp of Heaven, and all the Convulſions of 
a expiring World! And may we fo behave ourſelves 
n every Circumſtance of Life, that we may have no 
Reaſda to dread the Approach of Death! For % it is 
* appointed for all Men once to die, and ſhould the 
Stroke come ſudden upon us, as it did lately upon 
TR 4 4 our Bretuen; _— the * begin to 


roar, 
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11570 nh 9 5 
roar, 660 WW Earth iaſtantly to open, how would our 5 
Souls be overwhelmed with e eee ee 
How ſhould we reflect upon the Burthen of our Sins 
and with for the Teſtimony of a good Conſcience | RF 
How ſhould we: invoke the Mercy of Heaven, and 4 
call for the Pardon of our Redeeming God!—This 1 
Conſideration muſt be terrible to wicked Men but 1 
the Reflection of a well - ſpent Life would the 
S8 . Scene, and ſoften the Horror of ſuch an awfubProſpet 3 
and be we aſſured, that what otherwiſe we may lament 
at the Hour of Death and the Day of Judgment, we 


now (if we pleaſe) have an nity to prevent; 
and by a due Improvement of this Day s Faſt, we may 
| vial * wiſe to Salvation, 1 happy for ever.— bs 
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